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Thomas P. Godino

January 25, 2001

] am writing to have my thoughts on the proposcd setticment between Microsoft and
the United States Department of Justice entcred into the recond in accordance with the
Tunny Act's requitement of public comment on such settlements.

1 think the settiement plan is & good ong, and one that rcaches the necessary balance
batween antitrust enforccinent and the need for as competitive 2 software market as the U.S.
cconomy cen have, Consumers benefit from a competitive market in ways that the kind of
regulations previously arpued in this case would nullify. Whereas 8 free and competitive
market will drive down prices and hasten the pace of innovetion, 2 heavily regulated market,
or a software market mcluding & carved-up Microsoft would slow the pace of innovation
and allow companies to sit on their hands and let prices gradually risa.

_ Consumers descrve the best high tech market available to them, and the best hugh
toch miarket is the one that innovates. The innovations of the last decade were primarily
responsible for the creation of jobs, investment, and weglth at rates never before witnessed
in any economy anywhere. The success of the “New™ Economy in the 1990s was not a
boomiet, in my view, but a harbinger of things to come in the future, if the goverament will
allow consurners and entreprepeurs to successfully guide the market toward higher levels of
competition gnd innovation.

T hope my thoughts ¢4n be entered into the record and also hope the court sces fit to
approve the settlement proposal. [t is the best way for the economy to start to put this
racession behind it and begin to build for the future.
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